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A Briefe Diſcourſe, declaring and ap- 


proving the neceſlary and inviolable main- 
tenanceof the laudable Cuitomes of: London, - 


E finde it neceſſary in allcommon-wealths, 
for ſubjeds to. live under the. dire&tion of 
Lawes, conſtitutions or cuſtomes publick- 
ly known and received, and not to depend 
onely upon the commandement- and plea- 

lure ofthe governour , bee the ſamenever ſo juſt or ſin- 

cere in life and converſation.  |For. that the Law once 

enacted and eſtabliſhed , extenderh his execution tro-. . 

wards all men alike without fayour or affefion : whereas 

| if the word of a Prince were a Law, the ſame being a 

' mortall man,muſt needs.be poſſeſſed with thoſe paſhons, 
and inclinations of. favour or disfayourthat other men 
be : and ſometimes decline from the conſtant and unre- 
moveable levell of indifferency , to reſpe&rhe man be- 

fades the marter ,, if: not to-regard the perſon more then 
the cauſe. Wherefore it was well agreed by-the wiſeſt 
Philoſophers and greateſt Politicks , thata dumb Lawes 
direQion is to be preferred before the ſole diſpoſition of 
any. living Prince, both forthe cauſe afore touched, and 
for other reaſons which I: will here omit. But to- de- 
{cend to the parricularities of my intenzion.,; and to treat. 
of the validine and inviolable obſervation otſome lauda- 
ble (I-might _ them ronuger apa 9m the prin- 
Cipalljoynts, and very tinews Corporations 
7 mndhnng alſo:the maintainers. of; a {a- 
baba:::, G 3 cred. 
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A briefe diſcourſe of the 
cred unity and naturall amity. between the husband and 
his wife, the parents and their children, which ( as Ari- 
fotle the wiſe Philoſopher termeth ir) is the beginning of 


aCity. For what is a City but a manifold and joynr 


ſociery conſiſting of many houſholds, and living under 
the ſame Lawes, Freedomes and Franchiſes * ſo I muſt 
needs confeſs them to be the procurers and cauſes of 
ſundry good effects to the generall eſtare of the City 
wherein they be obſerved: as of the other fide they may 
breed ſundry inconveniences in ſuch a City where the 
ſame are violared and broken with allowance and impu- 
nity. I will therefore ſhortly ſhew the nature of a cu- 
tome, and the difference which ir holderh from a pub- 
lick Law. And nextTI will declare how neceſſary the 
fame are to manage the government, and to entertain 
the- proſperity and traffique of this Ciry : and namely 
that one good cuſtome which Iintend to panes Laſt- 
ly,I will endeyour to anſwer thoſe prerenſed reaſons, and 
colourable objeRions made againſt che preciſe mainre- 
nance and defence thereof. | 

- - Firſtthen I ſuppoſe that a cuſtome which juſtly de- 
ſerverh thatname, - is of no leſs reverent and au- 
thority then a written Law, paſſed and allowed in Parlia- 
ment: which notwithſtanding I do grant that there are 
certain differences between a Law and a cuſtome : for 
the cuſtome taketh his force by degrees of time,and con- 
ſent of a certain people,Jor the better part thereof, bur a 
Law ſpringeth upin an inſtant, and receiverh lite from 
him thar is op x ity to: command. "A cu- 
ftome enlargeth ir ſelte by emertal and 
Wu > Earp 1 time and occaſion, with ge- 
nerall liking and- allowance , whereas a Law's - tom- 
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fl coaftbaie. —_— Sn Vichcan Coy of 


lagdable Cuſtoms of London; 
manded and publiſhed by power and received of 6 duti- 


them thar ure bound by - + foe wn 

not improperly com Cuſtome roa , 
the Law toa Tyan wet ms the pd ny png net- 
ther promiſe a reward for obſervation, nor inflict a pu- 
niſhment for violation thereof : whereas the Lay al- 
wayes eth either a conſideration of gain, ora 


rt 
po parc ordamage, it the ſame be not a 
argement- or permiſſion that diſanulleth the 


art hor of a former Law, Finally a cuſtome is 
applyed co the commodiry of ſome one province Au 
cur or City,and grouhded = a ſpeciall reaſon 


- veniencie or. commodiry, for thoſe Pia rs or place See 34 8 


where it is obſerved : whereas the La a generall 7.5 ee 
reaſon, extended tg the whole N wry by the & man 
ſame, withour private conſideration of the due impor- "7 9 
tances of any peculiar place or people, Therefore it & plead a 
is well ſaid, and put in ureby the comman Lawyer, Hype ox ls 
_—_— ex rationabili cauſa profecta iv em communens le- F,. nn 
That a cuſtome grounded upo eaſonable and for thar is 
conſideration abridgeth or thererh the judge. -ommon 
ment of the common Law, $So that in cuſtomes the no cuſtom 
eſtate or condition of the are to be reſpected, and ether 
ſuch cuſtomes as are can{onant 19 reaſon, and mott-ap= g em 
pas yr pmmomnr me pr fate hn m_ been plea. 


allowed. For example;the cuſtome of #0r rſt 
in force in ſundry esof # a__ 7 ur Ciyor 
ſonne is to 1nherite his. Coun:y,as 
th by this reaſon, battery Uihobene Ger Tee, 
careleſs and ſecure tro do his children ) ain UP His and ſuch. 


ler Seri oe good Trade ox Ocean by which 


But ſee 
now the 
Seature of 
32 HS. c. 
2.and 34+ 
H.8.c4. 
of Expla- 
nation, 


t be able roget their own living : whereas the 
rac jr by the Fs bn and tenderneſs of his yeers, 
may unapt and unable for ſuch inſtruQion, 
And fo the Cuſtome commendable that provideth for 
the reliefe of the young and impotent. Alſoby an old 
cuſtome of this Land, in ſund __—_ and Towns, 
Lands were deviſable by Will, though the Lawes of 
England pronounced ſuch deviſes to be void , and the 
on for that inhabitants of Boroughs or Ciries, 
whoſe waſk ue and Trade reſteth much upon m 
truſt and credite, are oftentimes indebted at the time of 
their death. - Wherefore it was thought meet, that t 
ight deviſe their larid for the due ſatisfaftion of their 
dirours, which to do , they were enabled by the cu- 
ſtome; "In Kent and other places of this land , the cu- 
ſtome of Gavelkinde is maintained, which importeth an 
equall diviſion of the inheritance to be made among all 
the brethren : a cuſtome partly grounded upon a naturall 
conſideration, for that all the Sonnes hold the like'ob- 


' ligation of nature and deſert with their Parents . in the 


been not onely approved by inviolate experience of ſun- 


which they have anequall intereſt : andalſo ſuffered ro 


take place in Key?, and other places of this Land, inthoſe - 


dayes moſt inclinable torebellion, to the intent troen- 
feeble their forces, and to bring their great houſes and 
families to impuiſſance and decay, thereby to diſable and 
diſcourage them from ſuch unlawfull and violent at- 
rempts. | 

And to come neerer to the matter, this famous and 
renowned Ciry of London hath many laudable and anci- 
ent cuſtomes : which though they derogate and differ 
muchfrom'the rilles of the common Law, yer have they 
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laudable Cuſtomes of London; 5t 
&ry ages, but alſo have been of old ratified and confirmed 

by ſundry Acts of Parliamens8& Charters of 
namely by the Statute of Magna Charta, by theſe words Magra 
following, 2wed civitss London habeat ommes libertates _ 
ſuas amigquas Jy Took u4s habere conſucvit, which © 

is, That the Ct ave all their ancient liberties 

| and cuftomesw een wſed to have. The words 
Corn Re Os as be, 20d habeant ommes 
libertates & liberas cmfectthat Jaas, which fignifierh, 

that they ſhall ſtill retaine th:ir liberties and free cuſtomes, 


ſands ar girrncormma= >» > a> 
charged of toll, pontage u reas the 
Ci ef Londeetnk proviſion made ee the 


all uſages cali whatſoever. erily as the City 
of Landon bexethoddes, nd preogetive oarander C5 
ties in Engl. the Metr apodi or mother Ciry there- 
of, oacthei rants of ienolef necelliry then peo- 
firable members of the Commonwealth, in — 
ing our commodities into other lands , and 

with the benefits and fruits of other countries. The 
ty of Rome , and Citizens of the ſame had that 
ave as in other , {o alſo in their executions 
cauſes capitall, that } ſhould not be crucified, ——_ 
death of great torment and infamy, but onely beheaded. | 
The benefit of which cuſtome Sainc Paw/ claimed and ob \ 

| tained. in the time of Nero - bids hee was a 


Citizen of Rome. The ſaid Citizens 
SE their Ci 
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Me - riſenſ of the 
Ags.::2, Clandine Lyſies the Captain.to be examinedby torture 
, What anne chat pete 
and-exclamation.of the people him : yer Saint 
Paxil by \alleaging that hee was a free man. of Rowe, not 
onely-delivered himſelfe from the injury and the 
le, but alſa made the Captain much. afraid of que- 
or puniſhment for the indignity offered unto tum, ] 
__ was the Majeſty of that City , and ſoreverent 
the _— of all cron were _—_—_— members 
Aihenens te Rome in-thoſe any 


,Epitonpe totis orbis,, an. abridgement of 
wok, for. = continuall concourle and refort of all Na- 


NG of wr 4 
of m1 —_ therein, Mar repo 
= pg mapper C—_ admi- 


TR "We kde in out Law Books; that the Scholes of x. 


« Vide ford: climeda' by: *cuftome ,” ro have prefer- 
TM ment okany houls or -' tharwaso be-lerin the 
City af ax} ; and the {ame-was allowed -in the Com- 


(efimunſier , vehere Juſtice Finchdexa ; 
of greit reckoning aethertime £ad, hari recdoctey 


OY hg. Inſtruments of: CIR 
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laudable Cuſtemes of London. 
the Commonwealth , ——_ CR 
for the maintenance of their ſocieties : the like. reaſon 
Lien) ſeoyathSer cheibigas ts of the ſtaple iti-#:#- 
er, and alſo for the Juſtices of Athies,. or Juſtices 


Eyre,tohaye the like erogative. Alſoitis notun- 
Gr mmember, thac: ——_" ternary, 4 


ivy bring an appeal , yo" defendant fulbaers 
ſt them , and they are 
_ im Jeakng and ſhall parry nan > - 
allin reſpect of their dignity, r the neceſlary uſe of 
them in —— Commonwealth; Lok 
perſons of needfull employment intheeſtare, have þ- 
wayes been favoured in all their honeſt cuſtomes or pre- 
ſcri and eſpecially the Citizens of Lowdar, and 


prions , 
the rather for the-great preſumption-and. opinicin coa- 
chipad of their coperithiey O—_— d' 
education, in great ule of ſervice and 
their travaile and _ the Seas, byco 


Homer 1n the To of emma 
adventures - remembnog his travatle ao fundry by 


ons and Citits,, 22 yas 1o 9hif 


-  Dicmuhi Muſe d10 
7 Meſa viem a IDE 


*; 


. ' Abvefe diſenaſe of te 
-#& that hana mens manners, and ſtew many 
"Cities. 
Ae en, of their policy and e nce con- 
EE ITE 
mn appear manner tr 
alc _ der no leſs wy then ad- 
mire { Ge ſeeing do vus a City, containing by true eſti- 
nfs - = chouſnds of all Corrs of Inhabi- 
So not by cruell Viceroyes, as is Naples or 
Millain, neither by proud. Podefta , as be moſt Cities in 
'12aly, or infolens Lieutenants or Preſidents , as are (un- 
&y Cities in France (whoſe Preſidentsare noble men or 
their perſons environed with a guard 
of Souldiers, rolding- their Cities pofſeſſed with a 
Garriſon, as well in the quieteſt calm of peace, as in the 
hotteſt combuſtion of war :) but by a manof Trade ora 
meer Merchant,” who-norwir , during the time 
of his Magiſtracy,cartierthimſelfe withthar honourable 
razgnificence in his port, —— that the 
Conſuls, Tribunesor Pretors.of Rowe , (namely , when 
as the ſame was'reduced to a Monarchy) mach fel = 
Paleſta _ any — ——_— _ the like - 
ation of dignity, rnor vnely inpeaceable-ſeaſons 
bar in time of greateſdwarre : for tuck! credit the Prin» 
ces of this: Land have ſtill repoſed in their fidelity and 
wiſedire&ion, that-we have fe exaniples in gay hro- 


nicle of any noble manor other appointed ro affiſt the 


Lord Mayor: inbvs government, much leſs: to'be ole 


{a troubleſome, and the afaires of never ſo great conle- 
quence and importance, : - 


is litcle more'in proſe of div iphle 


50 


Ruler or Lieutenancfor the time, were the ſtate never © 
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laudeble Caſtomes of London. 55 

:£ood conceipt: had of their ſervice. to the Common- 
wealeh, and that the-ſame hath in all ages from the Con- 
queſt given them prerogative above. other Cities of this 
Land, we read inthe vit. yeer of Henry the vi. thatin a 7 5-6. 32, 
native habendo brought by the Lord to recover his vil- 

in, it was adjudged a good return made by the Sheriffe 
of S$#940n, that tuch was the Cuſtome of London, that 
a vflain having remained there the ſpace of one whole =». 
yeer and a day , could not bee ferched or removed out 
thence.. For (o great is the prerogative. of that place, 
that it giveth prote&ion to the villain. or bondman a- 
gainſt his Lord , while the {aid bondman ſhall 'be refianc 
there, Likewiſe it was taken fora good cuſtomein the 
City of London, that noattaint ſhould be maintained for 
a ſuppoſed falle verdict given in that City. In the 7 8.6.32. 
which caſe the Sheriffe of. Londox made return upon a 24. 
| writ of attain ſued againſt a Zondener, that ſuch was and was ad- 
had been alwayes.the cuſtome of -the City, that no at- judged. in 
taint ſhould be allowed againſt any Commoner or other * © 
Cicizen of the ſame, for which cauſe he not ſalvis 
libertatibws without.imipeachment of their liberties, ſerve 
or execute the writ. Then was there a writ directed 
our of the Chancery .to the Juſtices.of the Kings Bench 
with-expre's commandement- to. allow to the Mayor, 
Sheriffes 2nd Citizens all their hberties', immunities and 
cultomes, and further out:of rthat-writ'was a Vepire facias 
directed to the Mayor and Sheriffes:, whereby was:day 

yen them to come and make :deelaration- of- their cu+ 
_ , at which day the partics plaintiffe and defendant 
being preſent-, the Mayor and Sheriffes had full allow- 
ance of their cuſtomes, the Sheriffes were holden excuſed 
far their xerura;; and che parties writ was abated , and; 


Hz him- 
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1. 4 briefe difeaioſe of the - 
himfelfe'puniſhed by impriſoniment for his vexation.” '1 
mCiniragizcgs remembred this caſe,to the end it may 
truth, the Law aſcribed ro the Citizens of Londen, 
and alſo how carefall and vigilant the Mayor and She- 
riffes have alwayes been to preſerve and their cu- 


FF 


ſomes,” although ſithence that onely was for 
1t 8.7, c. CſpecialÞcatſes abtogated by the Statute of 11. H. 7. 
z1, and arrarraint given in Loxden, Moreover, we finde it re- 


X.: 5.3. cordedin M. 2. E. 3. that whereas a Citizen of.Londow 
cor, pl. broughtan appeal of Robbery, and che defendant would 
"57- haverryed his innocency by bartail,as he may ia ſembla- 
ble caſe ﬆ another man, {by then Juſtice anſwer- 
ed him, that he was not to have allowance of barratle in 
an appeal commenced by a Citizen of Loxdoy, for that 
by cuſtome'of their Ciry they were exempred from it. 
P.1o E. 3. Thelike appeal was fned PF. 20. £.3, wherein thedefen- 
eor-l.125 42nt made offer of the ſame Triall. ':And although thee 
that ſued the appeal, would have joyned bactaile withour 
regard'of this franchiſe, the Lord Mayor withthe reſt of 
the Corporation ſued a writ out of the Chancery: recit- 
ng their :cuſtome ot franchiſe, aud- prayed: allo 
of it in'diſtarbance ofthe batraile. 20. E. 3: Coron:; 12:5. 
Ifa free man or freewoman of Landon be commirred 
to Ludeate, they are to be excuſed from the i Iny of 
Irons, ifrhey can finde ſureties to. be true pritoners, and 
if the furn be -nat abovean hundred -pounds.” Upon the 
like reafon is that cuſtome eſtabliſhed for the liberall and | 
milde impriſonment of the Citizensin Ladoate, wheres | 
by they have indulgence and favout to go abroad into a+ / 
ny place by Faſton as we term it, under the pard and ſu- 
perintendency- of their '*Keeper., with whon they muſt 


rerurn 


& 
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landable Caſtomes of London. 

return to the Priforr at night :2a cuſtome verily; 
chough quarrelled with by ſome, and ſuppoſed robe! 
hinderance and delayof Jnftice , ; and oftentimes a mean 
to:defraud men of their truedebes and executions, yer 
the ground thereof being wellexamined, it wanterh nor 
a ſound mainrenance'in the courfe of reaſon (as I think.) 
For the preſcription or caſtome is bur a mitigation-of the 
extremity of cheir impriſonment; ſerving ratherifor:che 
expedition of their dilkarge, and ſpeedy ſatis faQtion of 
their creditours, then for any other purpale: ſo that this 

and licence in proper conſtruction -and ſenſe of 
Law, cannor be termed an enla or «. For 
to remain in the materiall Priſon1n the night, andtogo 
forth ofitt of the ſanze in! the day , under rhe reftrantand 
Controll of a continuall Keeper, is alwayes an impriſon- 
ment, though exerciſed with/greater" mildnels and leni- 
ty. And divers cauſes there are-to warrant the famein 
Londoy rather theri in other places: the one is for'that the 
City of Londen ſtandethchiefely upon the traffique and 
intercourſe of Merchants, and the uſe of buying and ſel-' 
ling of their ſundry commodities , which is Wnt a 
pertormed by themſelves, bur by their factoars - 
vants, and oftentimes one fatour or agent ferveth-the 
torn of many Merchants, whereby hee'is preſſed toſun- 
dry and ſeverall- accounts. Wherefore to the end the 
prifoners- may enform themſelves upon: their mutualk 
reckonings, both what-they owe , and what: is due unto 
them, and alorhar gr rn og re 
their agents returni mother countreys, they may 
ce 4 xcqwinied with the increaſe of their adven-+ 
rures or -commodinies , it is neceflary they ſhoald have: 


places of meeving ; whioh dt norboſo convenient ing 
- ie = 


57 


A briefe diſcturſe of the-' 
cloſe priſon, the ſame being no place of aſſembly or free 
e (eſpecially it being no common duty in the 
Gaoler to permitany perſon to come ainong his priſo- 
ners for any ſuch occaſion) and if the-Gaoler were botnd 
ro.cndureand ſuffer fuch common and voluntary repair 
unto his priſoners : yet will it be no fit place for Mer- 
chants to treat and negotiate their cauſes , which cannot 
bewell determined without their Books of 
witneſſes of their contracts, and oft muſt the ſame bee 
decided before the Maſters of their Trades or Compa- 
nies, So that this cuſtome made in furtherance of mucu- 
all accounts, doth very much enable the priſoner to 
- procure his liberty and pay his debt. Allo if the priſo- 
Lrbepecemdctietdhe lte unable to pay , this telerati- 
on of their going abroad with the Keeper, is a good 
meane for him to procure the Alms, and reliefe of other 
charitable people, thereby the ſooner to purchaſe his li- 
berty, Whereby it h what reckoning the Law 
NY in 6 ons pa por oo 
Sea ( throug pwrack or piracy ) - 
— in ſtrange ntreys ( by falſfood and negli- 
gence of Factours ) or by wars between Princes , the 1n- 
conveniences and miſ{chuefes whereof , are-not {0 offen-, 
five or prejudiciall to any, as to Merchants, whoſe con- 
dition as it may by a fortunate voyage be much enriched 
and advanced : __ the miſchances 
aforeſaid, be {6 empaired and overthrown, that it may 
turn himſelfe, his wife, and family to utter calamity and 
diſtreſſe. - Therefore as the hope and comfort of the wife 
(having commonly no aſſurance of joynture in the City, 
nor expeationof dower as other women have)-and alſo 
of the children ( being for the maſt part born to no great 
Np patrimony. 


le 
: ror my 6:7 rr 
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landable\ Cuftonitiof Landon; 
porrimony,.vtherthenthat which, — ſhall by 


itheir vertuaus 196: ure ) dottiohelydepend 
-aoahe: 40 ns uiuplquoins 


Nm ena 
Lys 


thi:t, when any ; Citizen hagrods:ndekn tak 
che chil 


_ 


Ailpole ws ÞR&W1 

99 ellen, regu 
me arepproned by y cujome-tiur tobe propated ine 
wiſeſt and tugheſt Court of Patkamens, whether it-yere 
Hit to bave Us forceota Law, I think no man ualeſſe he 


and Teſtament & tus R—_ 


mat] Jay poſiefſed witheominidn 
-ay orjmpugo-it..;: Doth mtr 
force:give the husbah(l pre 


were a Tamop by nature, me bly de —_ 


s the gopes opdchteſls gt rms — 


of the-yaluelof 10000;poutidg 10: ahar 
id. wiſe, the Lawdilablics er [&igHve/9t; difpaſainy 
thing due harobehog Ad the hushand:'be 
.baund by ſeabieble Sh of, teaſon-to; leave his 
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Margo London. G3 
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TIE = 
be borle cope ae ney at — "ws 
om Noymary re 4o clin of w23 


that the husband or wife whathes ſoevet of them. 
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eG2 41.000 Abdi 
rily neither Siri to reaſon nor repuorr'nt Apa 


25 no well td orgoodhasban ca 
he eftreth litits! kk 


OST NHS 
Rid the © holy TA: as 'If then 
i He: ; ſandiy places; afid are putty er rave a IN 


ſentences what Citizen will be ſenſeleffe , whar Lon- 
WonTolgof6%Whhe | 6ther' free" man foin- 
'6P H&'own good Eftate,and 


dy t6 Weh18 his own: tieſt; a5 once to attempt or 
rich the violarion'sr breach of wept CN e 


"Whats he'ivHo 
before 6cher' Cities of ects "by- if yet yo 
«AL ans | one: twill 
' 1 dah le ro/abrogate the' _—_ and rem 


res vin get ſtion ? 'A ihe if EE 


A lark >fioed and cepive fie 
_—_ mens Sl Alhend i grear þ roo 
wiority.”" 


! Then utinaturall orar- leaſt wife unadviſed is 
S-e before tht Citizen which to ſerve his private humour SE 


in the caſc 


a EDI En: 


rey ood calle ir eibo done 


was roa- Of thereſt * luby, wher as the C by cher Oban 
_ this in hey Majeſties'C ourts of We flmin rd andeon 
—_ "mr me - maybetn ut fe 
preſerve *' ery: thenſel 

Ip 4 fuch eir ey, = Trey have by "their 
allo 2 oh the deeds afid deviſes either north or- Lo of; oo 


AE eo 


6,&. Winthem that ſuffer 
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. Bur ſomewhat to ſatisfie: the idle-cavils pretended'rd 
che.contrary ;(aith ſome one, is not the generall: Law of 


Emelanid @ to manage the government” of 'Lon- 


dontas well as of all other Subjects, but 'that: Loxdoners 
maoft-tave-private cuſtomes and uſages. of their own? 
This obje&ion made by the'enviers or enemies" of the 
wealth of 7 oxdo»(howfoevet they make ſhew to the con- 

rather deferverthra hiſfe thena reply , and is ſufft- 


| ) 
iendyicunfated in che former diſcourſe. 


Bar iris further urged - ſome hard husbands; My 
wife is froward and undutifull, and hath nor deſerved it. 

Shee is a fool and cannot rule it. She will marry again, 
and.ennclr fome: other: with-the fruit of my trayaile. 
Wherefore-Frhink it” neceſfary: ro abridge” her of that 
liberality which the cuſtame doth extend.*Alſo'my chil- 

dren be evill enclined, 'dilobedient: or untractable, or 

ſome ofrthem be. | Wherefore I may with reaſon deprive 

them of the benefiv ofithis.cuſtome. Firſt ro anwer che 
undutitulne$; Twiththee whoſoever thou. art ro ſum- 

mon and convent thy {e}fe tothe tribunall ſear: of thy 

inward minde; as Saint Azgnſtrnc ſaith, and to make con- 42.in lib, 
ſcience thy Judge, chy cogitations the Witneſſes , thy ©" 
ations theaccuſers,' thy memory the regiſter or-record 

ro give in evidence:-and levit be diſcuſſed: inall due cir- 
cumſtances, whether thou didſt not likewiſe forget the 

offices of a good: husband and defraud her of her duties, 

64s Saint Paw (aith).or provuke her toimparience which i coin). 
the awe Apoſtle: forbidderh iwtheſe words,” ou hesbeads £7: 

be loving t6 your (wives, and ad way' b? bitter untothim. _— 
Whichalfo'S. P2rer reniembreth in-adviſing husbands to Peter E- 
dwell withtheir wives ſincerely and according to know- Pi 7-ca-t 
ledge in doing?honourmumtothemn as to-the weaker wo 

offer I 3 Il. 


"Y 


A briefe diſeoaſe of the. \ 
fell. ' Let ir I ay be examined in! the cdaſttory of thy 
conſcience whether thou either b Arr res 6's or 


default, or 
oe eonſes bor keing! che by hy veflell nap 


more intolerable, 1 thou-find thy f&lfe condenintd by 


thy \conſcience ,; let remorſe be thy.executioner, = 
colin jet Lindoak roms hy Cc 
nance: but if Boe finde —_ _ 
fection, love fr ey rn Jet [ 
hat her undutifulne6s wr her {ele : ye cope 
thee remeinber the benefits which God hath bene thee 
by her means , whether they be gifts of Pi tare 
tering of thy eſtate, or eſchewing of fin , by:her lawfull 
and comfortable company, or the of childreriza 
mm) ho on rs rs pu deymrmher'» 
monuments npon an 
payrers of thy decay, Andlet theſe favours and 
enjoyed by her company cover and, countervaile: 
ther imperfections whatſoever. Follow thereinithe Sa 
of the wiſe Socrates, who being demanded how he 
could endure the continual! ſcolding and vexation of his 
wite Xantippe , likewiſeasked of the other why he ſuffer- 
ed the cac and. unpleaſant noiſe of Hens and'Tur- 
keyesin his houſe, Becauſe {aid the other they lay Egges 
and breed Chickens for me : and ſo ſaid Socrates X antippe 
beareth me Children , which good turn alone covereth 
and diſpenſerh with infinite defe&ts. Callicrarides the 
Atheniin | being demanded why hee a man-{o noþly de+ 
{cended., but having matched with a baſe Theſfliayn WO- 
man,yet by his laſt Will bequeathed unto her all his ſub- 
ſtance, leaving his other friends and | neming he 


ded: becauſe (ide ) dhe is my wiſe, meaning that 
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who was by his judgement and choice made worthy to 
be his wife, OD WE ny that was his, 
Which miy alſo risfie that point of ſh _ 
folly in the wife, & want of diſcretion tomarihal 
a rtion of wealth, as the cuſtoine will give her, 

refore wouldeſt thou mary with a fool, if-thou 
bee, noms her unworthy of the of mariage 2'then 
ſeeing ich choice hath eſtopped' thy Teſtimony of her 
folly; thy duty towards thy wife ſhall binde thee to fa- 
your and conceale her weakeneſs, and to perform that 
which the cuſtome pronounceth to be convenient. It can- - 
not be evillbeſt6'wedupon her , whoſe right by cuſtome - 
demanderhit, and whoſe eſtate and. ' imperfections have - 
need of ir, wheres if the husbargd may be permitted by 
this colour ro-defeat his wife, many inconveniences and 


- diſorders might enſue. 


Firſt a'generall cuſtome; which is as-alſo a _—_ Leger ſe) 


olga rn for ſuch rate accidents as ſeldome 7,07. 
fall inexpen lots bur for things that ordinarily and com- ax 
monly n, ſhould be broken , to the generall ſcan- 9 
ale mn erifive exten ple of all through he infubilky — 


of one, RA weir 2cking mireafovable Likewile then. _ 
might husbands, (if that were admitted fora juſt allega- "TO 
tion) eafily deviſe and publiſhthat or ſome other imper- 

feQion to be in their wives, and thereby bereave them of 

their right.” | No more then'ir" is 4 juſt 'counterplea or 

barre to a wotnans - dowet 'to- alleage that: ſhe- is a 


fool, no'more is the impucation of ſuch ſimplicity honeſt 


and ſufficient toexclade her from her Portion. Noitis 


well faid and maintained fof a Maxime inthe Common 


Law, Brprey it i to ſuffer a meiſchiefe then un inconvenience. 
Leffe Barrhfull and harefaill it is for a man to fivallow 


£6 


+1: 4 briefe diſcturſe of the ' 


-vventy of» theſe light offences , and'to: digeſt ſundry of 
theſe precſ ſcruples, hen by violating otacuſtgae 


then commendable t2 leave to poſteyis 


ry an-odious memory and obloquic of hismame«- .; 1.1 


-Ordinance of'Gad., fit and neceſlary for all-per 


Tim.ep.1-.: 
ca.4. 
43E.z.6. 


16 E.3. 
aid 129, 
19 E.3. 
aid 144. 


The laſt objection againſt wives is no leſle ridiculons 


then Tyrannicall, grounded upon anunjuſt defire tore» 
ſtrain- them from mar1age. Mariage is. an bonqurable 


dls 
poſed thereants, 'to the avoiding ot. ſinne , Ape 
nance of a comfortable and ſociable Chriſtian life. . To 
reſtrain-or prohibit the ſame either in maides or widows, 
( as Saint Paw faith) is, the doctrine of, duvells;'.. And co 


indent or condition with- any that he or, ſheſhall not ma- 


ry, isa condition limited againſt Law , and.by.the fame 
pronounced utilawfull and unreaſonable. e-1t thine 
own caſe, admit thou dideſt match with a wealthy wife 
whoſe furniture-and riches hath ihcreafed.; F, 51 
God ſhould call for her, wouldeſt chou m a kinde memo: 
riall of the benefits attained by her. meanes, make thy 

ſeltea vorary to live unmaried * Do thoſe. which ma 
at Heires being women, andatter their, wives deaths 
enjoy their whole inheritance by the cur telte of England, 
making their-wives heires to expect during their lives, 
cake it for any matter of conſcience or ſcruple to mary 
again* Unleſle it be in:ſome place where the force of the 
cuſtome- andthe: benefit; of che living joyned together 
worka contrary, teſolution in ſome husbands ; which cu- 
ſtome annexed to 'Gavelkinde ,Lands in Kent and other 
places4s of this quality, that the husband ſhall after the 
deceafe of his wite be Tenantby the curreſie of. her; lagd 
as long as he remaineth unmaried., whether hav iſſue 
by her or pots but ypon his next mariage tha ucierly 
; orgo 
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Kog9.l all his intereſt therein, A cuſtome therefore the 
reaſonable becauſe the reſtraint of mariage of the 
one-fide is countervailed by the beneficiall favour of the 
other fide to have the land by the curteſie withour iſſue, 
and alſo for that hee.is to deprive the next Heire of his 
wife, who perchance hath been maried with him but few 
moneths or dayes, of the profit and commodity of the 
whole Land during his life. But chiefely: becauſe it is a 
cuſtom grounded and grown in continuance to ſuch reli- 
gious obſervation and regard , that it ſeemeth an offence 
of conſcience to infringe it. But in our caſe ſithence there 
is'neither cuſtome nor conſcience to warrant thy, will, 
why ſhouldeſt thou then ſeem toquarrell with the law- 
Ailibe liberty of thy wife,if the ſurvive thee, ſhe being weak 
by kinde and education, and thereby lefſe able todire&t 
her occaſions, and govern her eſtate without a compani- 
onand coadjutor £ no,on Gods name referre her to her 
own choice and conſcience therein, and make it no pre- 
tenſe and colour coabridge her of her right, becauſe ſhee 
ſeemeth inclinable unto that , which God hath ordained, 
and all men and women do embrace. Asto the fear and 
uſp ion pretended , that another in matching with thy 
ſhould be enriched b thy travaile , what ſhould 
a thee to make that nericions 0 account of thy 
goods when thou art gone © Were they an hs 4 thioe, 

then whule thou hadſt life and licence to employ them 
Thou muſt analyzes and ack ware pls y- des - 
dail rience, by the very Etymologie and ſiguifica- 
tos of the word, yn AN » quality of the 
po Su Theſe worldly goods are called remporall;. be- 
ſerve one 6 for atime; they are termed 


cnn, box cha their property; is fleeting from one 
owner 
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A breefe diſcourſe of the 
owner unto another; they are named moveable or cur- 
recit, becauſe all their grace CE OTERSS 


into divers hands, according to that rude'and 
old { but yet rrue) Latine rime. 1201, 
Omnia windana pev vices ſunt aliens, "n 
Nunc mts poſt mortem ſunt altering. 


hujws, 
Thi worldly wealth each day 4ath change 
Their cwners 43 we ſet, 
Now mime, now his, and after death 
An others goods they be. 
Then ſithence thy wealth hath waited' upon theeall rhy 


bfe long , wouldeſtthou require the ſorne to reſt at thy 


devotion after thy dearh-* thar ſeem impertinent and 
unprofitable unto thee,then relinquiſh this care and ſuF- 
fer the goods of this world to have their naturall courſe 
and condition, which is tobe ſtill inexchange, paſlage, 
and poſting from hand ro hand. , ſeoringalliey, of 
- romp Aprons Thatis, A ay- 
E- ment journey, as Saint. Hier ome + MH And 
Sn ſach = 


children, I wiſhthee to - Jook back unto = 
SEO SET 


cuſtome , ro the no leſſe 
«nn 76 rae x, 


y Sohthon "wh Ee rg once 
= ira pres whach if hee 
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proveth 2 wilfull enemy to himſeſfe, The godd father ;,4... :«. 
mentioned in the Goſpell; who at the ſuite of his un- 
dutifall and diſobedient Son, (that wauld needs abandon 
the ſervice and attendance on his father to run the courſe 
of an extravagant Libertine with lewd company) gave 
him a great portion of his wealth, is not any way bla 
by our Saviour for that indulgence, but rarher recom- 
mended to all poſterity as a true Pattern of a kind father. 
Saint Pau! commandeth the father to be wellaffected to col.c.:. 
his children, and no way to diſcourage them. What 
may breed greater diſcuuragement or diſcontentment 
in aty childe,, then to ſee himſelfe- by the place of his 
prev ag anne 36 ratg mr 9-m to the 
comm a good cuſtome, and yer ijuridady 
egarao tag (whoſe affeftion ſhould be ancaors_ Lc 

ied and earneſt in procuring the good of his children) 
—C 
well as ſore having jult cauſe of diſpleafure againſt their 
Soane and childe, may inthis —— 
ſort practiſe their revenge, ſomay ſomeorher in 
derate and wiltull father upon a concaipt taken againſt a 
good Sonne and of (1 deſert , for thathe concur- 
reth not with him in ſome humour or ay agus 
wrongfully diſtrefle and undo him by ſucha preſident. 
Thus the miſchicfes objeted* on the.one ſide are light 
and of ſmall moment , whereas the inconveniences ap» 
| parent On the other fide be manifold and of dangerous 
I wall not vouchſafe to anfwer- that undiſcreet Src 
mws or bitter {coffe that ſome nſe, We way play our wea 


at dice without offence to the cuſtome , wid wee 
ut they difpeſe the ſame from _— dds _ | 
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deeds of gf 2 This amounteth to as much as if amaried 


man would ſay, I may: commit felony or treaſon, and 
be arrainted and hanged therefore, and then the Law 
iveth my wifeno dower, nor my heire np patrimony, 
. 726 why ſhould I not in reaſon uſe my diſcretion with, 
the Land without incumbrance by the one, or injury to 
the other © Match theſe two caſes together with ju ge- 
ment, and thou ſhalt perceive they have a ſenſible con- 
currency in their addreſs and application toxhis purpoſe. 
I is well ſaid by the Poet: ( | 
iljwoat exemplum quod litem lite reſolvit. — | 

'Theexample of one wilfull or wicked a& giveth no 
juſt countenance or allowance to another, Lerſo much 
faid tothy objetions take ſome place to alter-thine hu- 
mour, or at leaſt bea preparative for thine own reaſon-in 
the fear of God topurge thee of the ſame. 

But to:conclude this ſhort diſcourſe with one conſt- 
derarioniof great importance, I wiſh thee to conſider; 
that this Ciry of London is and hath been: happily pre- 
ſerved inthis flouriſhing proſperity by the wiſeand po- 
litick conſentthat all and alwayes the particulars have 
had toiincreaſe the generall good eſtate thereof, thinking 
it their duty as they gor and acquired their ſubſtance in 
this City; ſo alſo to'{pend and'defray itin the ſame : in- 
ſomuch that whatſoever falleth from the one commeth 
and groweth untoanother, and by alteration of private 
fortunes. ( as- chances and changes of times doe require 
from one Citizen to another ) the, generall eſtare har 
flouriſhed; and never: wanted particular men of wealth 
and ability to ſuſtain the offices and fun&ions of the 
City.» Upon which, conſideration by moſt Iaudable and 
antient Cuſtome , theLord Maior-and Senare of Lon- 
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don hife beenand'tre intirled to the raltreatcetody 
of young Orphans and their goods, and likewiſe are 
acquainted by mn go0d means of inventaries 
taken and produced, whar ſubſtance and” wealth+ each 
man dyeth poſſeſſed of, to the intent that although thar 
man which by his good travaile and Trade hath grown 
ro be rich among them, be departed hence; yer his goods 
may remain as among his wite and children'in-uſe and 
-property, ſo torhe-generall ſtrengrh of this City in ac- 
count and reckoning. For wee often ſee that-onerich 
mans wealth pafſeth roghe increaſe of the good eſtare of 
another Cirizen, either by mariage of the widow, or of 
the Orphan : ſo- that the City though deprived of a | 
member or inhabitanr,yer is nor deſtitute of ſuch as may 
diſcharge his employment and place. Whereas it this 
pernicious practiſe and uncharitable liberty might take 
root by deeds of gifts and caurelous. conveyance to 
ftrangers,not onely the wife and children may be di- 
ſtrel 3 alſo the ſtate of the Ciry much weakened, 
and in danger ofa great diſrepuration- and decay, from 
that that itharh bin and yert-is. For if it be adjudged law- 
full in one, of what degree ſoever he be,it is neither im- 
poſſible RY , that the ſame will beuſed by ma- 
ny, and conſequently may be practiſed” by all: \which if 
it befall , what will become of che happy condition of 
this City, itis not hard to conje&ure. I meannotro 
' extend my ſpeech to the prejudice of any true debrs that 
a man oweth without fraud or-colluſion ; ſeeing the cu- 
ſtome vety providently careth-for rhe Mchatge thereof, 
bur my purpoſe is to diflwade mentrom evill example, 
from inſolent violation of g60d cuſtomes, and from o- 
dious-antunſeemly practiſes of deceitandevill meaning 
a." K 3 towards 


JMI 


© otbri ſe.of the © 
eomnrds their wives and. Which I 
would wiſh all {OR 
fully Cute dcie chan being Citbene of 
Lent, as in good conſcience and diſcretion they ought 
ro do. 


An - Blame not my bold enterpriſe ( gentle Reader) nor 
_ rove my ſimple cenſure herein preſented unto thee, 

Reader, W wblch I know both for the matter 8 manner of ir 
andche haye been by any orher, and perchance by my ſelfe more 
mod © largely and effectually delivered: if the opportunity of 
tle, my leaſure might have anſwered the q quality of the argu- 
ment. which I had in hand. Due nckng eſt I ſhould 
 withto0 - Jamyrrcey rung opoſition breed 

more lothſomneſs then ws not, for want of 

love mie nog and # Fed had ime a will I mind- 

ed not( ſeeing forany urgent occaſion, the error being 

yer freth, the practiſe rare and not grown to.ap enormi- 

ty, needed not) but in a word a cops | ſrteca 

| x99) Co thar ger” > mexo w_ _ 

reaſons to go yay 1 iChappena char I 
being in company and conference with ſome perſons 

(though otherwiſe wiſe & wel-afteRed,yer in this matter 
ſtrangely conceited ) ir chanced that the lawtulneſſe and 
conveniency of this cuſtome came in queſtion and de- 

bare among us, and was by ſore of them (being men for 

— , Of great opinion , and for countenance and 

ice of good app and regard in the City ){> 

net wit , that the moſt part"of thoſe 

wich repent ſeemed toencline to that perſwaſiog, 
thority of the men the ſ00- 

ncilucethetropla a Arno m_— 
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that Thought it a charirable policy ra prevent the perill 
in the prime, before ic grew toa feſtering ſore or incura” 
ble evill, according to the Poet O-yals adviſe, 
Principits obſt a:ſero medicind paratar,; 
C ry mala per | F invaluere moras. 
VVithſtand at firſt the ſpringine evill 
VVith "= fit i. | 
T qo Late it is to take the cure 
' ' Of old and feſtred ſore. OWLS) 
I ro apply this ſimple Receipt of reaſon- 
tothe minds of all ſuch as ſhall chance ro be ite ſee 
be theſe diſſwaſions : hoping that they will yeeldme'ttuce 
friendly requitall of good conſtruction, which for- 
_ red ood will may ſeem todeferve + amid Feep 
my telfe unnamed, and unknown, -t-ma them e0 
{ have this opinion of me,no more yound ethen reaſon- 
able, that he which is well devoted <0 the-deferice” of 
good cuſtomes.is rather to be juſtified bye ane oere 
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mg, then condemned or held ſuſpected 
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